
January 2017         PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE        

9 Classes Resume 

        3rd quarter begins  

16 No School (MLK  

        Holiday) 

18 12:35 Early Dismissal  

        Parent/Teacher  

        Conferences  

19    12:35 Early Dismissal  

        Parent/Teacher  

        Conferences  

20   12:35 Early Dismissal 

21   10:30 am Cajun Dancers  

       Perform at Ormond  

       Plantation                           
   

 

              

 

 

Welcome back to Allemands Elementary School for the second half of the 

2016-2017 school year.  I hope that everyone enjoyed a blessed Christmas 

season filled with quality time with family and friends.  I want to begin this 

new year by expressing my gratitude to all of you for your support of our 

entire school community.  You are the most important teacher in your 

child’s life and without you as a part of our team, we would not be as suc-

cessful as we are.   There is no question about it – success at school begins at 

home.  While I am talking about success I am proud to announce that Alle-

mands Elementary School remains an “A” rated school in an “A” rated dis-

trict.  This rating is based upon our School Performance Score provided by 

the Louisiana State Department of Education.     This is the highest rating 

that a school and district can receive and it reflects the commitment and 

dedication that all stakeholders have toward meeting the needs of every 

child, every day!   

In order to refocus our students after the long break, our teachers will begin 

the new  year by revisiting the expectations that were set at the beginning of 

the school year.  We are confident that this will better prepare our students 

for the second semester.   This is also a great time for families to re-establish 

routines and set goals for the upcoming new year.  As you are reflecting 

upon goals I want to stress the importance of daily attendance at school.  If 

your child is not here, he/she cannot learn at their optimum level.   

As the second semester begins please continue to focus on maintaining a 

positive relationship with your child’s teacher.  This relationship will not 

only be welcomed by your child’s teacher but will strengthen the connection 

between home and school, while enhancing academic success.   

Our Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for January 18th and 19th.  

These conferences are an ideal time to meet with the teachers to insure that 

your child is continuing on the road to success.  Report cards will also be 

distributed at the conferences.      

Our office staff would like to thank all of our families who expressed their 

thoughtfulness in various ways during the Christmas season.  Your kind-

ness and generosity are deeply appreciated.  Thank you, too, for continuing 

to support all of our efforts at Allemands Elementary.  We are confident 

that our children are achieving at higher levels because of your extraordi-

nary interest and involvement.  God bless you all and have a phenomenal 

2017!!      

 Mission 

Allemands Elementary 

School is committed to 

building the foundation of 

life-long learning for all 

students in a safe, respectful 

environment. 

 
Vision 

The faculty  of Allemands Ele-

mentary School embraces the 

education of all students as a 

top priority by providing a posi-

tive foundation for success to 

prepare students to meet the 

challenges within the changing 

society  of the 21st century.  

There is a commitment from 

stakeholders to help all students 

to become college and career 

ready creating life-long learn-

ers. Our school provides a safe, 

stimulating, atmosphere that is 

created through respect for self, 

others, and our environment.  

Actively engaged students as-

pire to reach their full potential, 

reflecting the high expectations 

among our faculty, family and 

community. 



    KINDERGARTEN NEWS  

SECOND GRADE NEWS  

Happy New Year to all! We are excited to start the second half of the school year! We will start by reviewing rules and 

expectations in the classroom. Please remind your child the importance of following C.A.R.E.S. and the Allemands’ Es-

sential 11. In reading, we will begin using non-fiction texts to ask and answer questions. We will also begin understand-

ing text features and how to use them to answer questions about a non-fiction text. In writing, we will be using non-

fiction texts to begin writing informative writings for the third quarter. In math, we will start place value. Students will 

soon have an understanding that each digit in a 2 digit number represents the amount of tens and ones. Students will also 

begin using the symbols and  equal sign (=) to compare numerals.  

 Thanks for all of your support. 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 

Happy New Year! We will begin the New Year by revisiting our classroom rules, routines, and procedures. 

Each student will review their “hopes and goals” from the beginning of the school year. If the “hope and goal” 

has been reached, new ones will be written. 

 

To prepare for fluency when adding and subtracting with 3 digit numbers, students should have addition and 

subtraction facts memorized.  Please continue using those flashcards! During science, we are learning all about 

weather. Have your child watch the weather forecast in the evening on the local news or even the Weather 

Channel if it is available. 

 

Don’t forget to read at night with your child. A resolution to read and retell as many books as possible would 

be fun for the new year!  Your family can welcome winter by checking out a cool book like Winter is the 

Warmest Season by Lauren Stringer. Remember to have your child retell books in sequential order. The con-

versations you have about the books you read are just as important. You can discuss the genre, characters and 

their traits, favorite part, connections, main idea, and the central message. 

 

It is going to be a great 2017! 
 

Welcome back to school! We hope that everyone had a joyful and restful holiday. As we begin the 3rd quarter, we will be 

focusing on using the reading strategies we have learned in the first semester of the year. These skills include looking at 

the picture, getting your mouth ready, and stretching out the words we see in stories and when writing. New decodable 

stories will be introduced weekly. It is vital that your child be able to blend and segment words. Knowing all letters and 

sounds is the basic skill to becoming a successful reader and writer. We will begin our non-fiction unit in reading. Stu-

dents will use what they know about a topic to ask and answer questions. In writing, we will learn how to compose infor-

mational text.  We have become familiar with numbers through identifying, writing, counting on and comparing sets. We 

will extend our thinking through the use of number bonds. Students will begin to realize that two numbers put together 

make a larger number. Students will focus less on using their fingers and more on manipulatives to show numbers. We 

have identified and learned the parts of many different animals, including fish, isopods, and worms. Students have thor-

oughly enjoyed learning through exploration.  



 
Ask Finley   
Finley would like to hear from parents that might have suggestions for school improvement.  Each month we 

will feature this section.  Finley is interested in hearing your input.  Please write suggestions, positive comments 

or concerns and return it with your child.  Finley (via the Parent Involvement Committee) will print a follow up 

letter in our next monthly issue. 

Questions or Suggestions for School Improvement: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Your name (optional) _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonne Annee!  Happy New Year!  As we set-

tle back into our daily school routine, we will 

be revisiting rules.  Kindergarteners  will be 

learning the French alphabet.  First and sec-

ond graders will review numbers, colors, and 

classroom direction words.  I am looking for-

ward to a great month of French! 

 



2016-2017 

Young Author Winners 

Congratulations to our young writers! 
All first and second place winners will advance to the district competition. 

All winners will be recognized at a celebration this spring. 

 

 

Kindergarten 
Fiction  1st place:  Connor Hocutt; Richard Gros 2nd place: Raylynn Vanacor, Kaeli King 

Non-Fiction:  1st place: Ty Treadaway, Kaeli King; 2nd place:  Addison Justice, Richard Gros; 3rd place:  

Maziah Saunders; Honorable Mention: Leonidas Farrell, Emma Colangelo 

Poetry:  1st place: Liam Landry; 2nd place: Sa’Myri Johnson 

 
First Grade 
Fiction1st place: Kollen Comardelle, Albert Chambers; 2nd place: Jackson Porter, Tristan Kaltenhouser; 3rd 

place: Bu’Jae Snead; Honorable Mention: Gage Morales 

Non-Fiction:  1st place:  Sebastian Holt; 2nd place: Jackson Porter; 3rd place: Zoe’ Robert; Honorable Men-

tion: Sebastian Cooper 

Poetry:  1st place:  Maci Lemoine 

 

Second grade 
Fiction 1st place: Noah Naquin, Braedan Najolia; 2nd Place: Kayla Dupre, 3rd place: Jathan Leblanc; Honorable 

Mentions: Amane’ Reynaud, Cheyenne Naquin, Aiden Zeringue 

Non-Fiction 1st place:  Audrey Breaux, Chad Rome; 2nd place:  Amane’ Reynaud, Maddex Dempster; 3rd 

place:  Yazmin Ruiz; Honorable Mentions: Makenzy Bourque, Halle’ Westerman, Mariah Blay 

Poetry:  1st place:  Reggina Talley, Caden Miller; 2nd place:  Noah Naquin; 3rd place: Eniya Raine 

 

 

 

Abigail Miguez  

2016-2017 Christmas 

card winner. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJp5jj--DJAhWBRSYKHW0yA_4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/writing&bvm=bv.110151844,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFk0BcRfn7HTuo8vk9iIZTqIZlBgQ&ust=1450375460886798
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXl-ebguHJAhVGLyYKHX6qClEQjRwIBw&url=http://cliparts.co/clipart/2348162&bvm=bv.110151844,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFk0BcRfn7HTuo8vk9iIZTqIZlBgQ&ust=1450375460886798


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Childhood obesity is a serious and complex health issue that affects over 12 million children and 
adolescents ages 2-19 across the United States. It occurs when a child is well above the normal or 
healthy weight for his or her age and height. 
Some causes of obesity: 

Diet 
Lack of Physical activity 
Medication 
Genetics 

Childhood obesity can lead to more chronic health conditions such as Type 2 Diabetes and Heart 
disease. 
 
As we all set new goals, seek to resolve some old habits this New Year and seek to set a mark for 
healthier living for you and your child.  This can be done by: 
 

1. Setting small achievable goals and then go for the larger goals. 

2. Eating more whole grains, including more fruits and vegetables in your meals. 

3. Using lean meats in food preparation and substitute whole milk for low-fat or fat-free dairy 
products. 

4. Getting active with your child. It’s recommended that children are physically active for 60 
minutes a day. 

 
Small changes can lead to big results. Let’s help our children live healthy! 
 
Sonya Robinson, RN 
School Nurse 

 

You can find more information on Childhood Obesity at www.cdc.gov 

Nurses Corner 



December Good Citizens and  Most Improved 

Top Row L to R: Principal Marsha Walters, Presley Leblanc, Brayden Badeaux, Jillian Rogers, Riley  

Dempster, Prahmis Bell, Amane Reynaud, Lillian Parra  

 

Middle  L to R: William Sigmon, Arianna Rouselle, Jackson Norfleet, Maziah Saunders, Braeden Young, 

Jaida Waguespack, Ty Treadaway, Brooklyn Folse 

 

Bottom L to R:  Carrah Murrey, David King, Ty Henderson, Logan Baudoin, Gabriel Smither, Nicholas 

Guillot, Remme’ Louque, Sidney Troxclair, Kensli Bergeron, Autumn Mayville, Layla Crochet,  

Dominic Morgan 



 
 

 

Allemands Elementary Family Center 

Home & School:  Together We Can Make a Difference 

 

Gaylynn St. Pierre: gstpierre@stcharles.k12.la.us                    

Picture This! Using Mental Im-
agery While Reading 
One way to help a child comprehend what he is reading is to 

encourage him to visualize parts of the story in his mind. 

These "mind movies" help clarify information and increase 

understanding, and can be done with fiction or nonfiction 

text. The images can include any of the five senses. 

Many of the books you read with your child may already con-

tain beautiful illustrations, so try this visualization practice 

with the longer books you use as your read aloud. Or, sit fac-

ing your child and read a few pages without having your child 

look at the pictures. Then follow these few simple steps to 

provide your child with practice developing their mental im-

ages: 

Begin reading. Pause after a few sentences or paragraphs that 

contain good descriptive information. 

Share the image you've created in your mind, and talk about 

which words from the book helped you "draw" your picture. 

Your picture can relate to the setting, the characters, or the 

actions. By doing this, you are modeling the kind of picture 

making you want your child to do. 

Talk about how these pictures help you understand what's 

happening in the story. 

Continue reading. Pause again and share the new image you 

created. Then ask your child to share what he sees, hears, 

tastes, smells and feels. Ask what words helped him create 

the mental image and emotions. By doing this, you are pro-

viding your child with practice with this new skill. 

Are your images identical? Probably not! This is a great time 

to talk about why your images might be different. Perhaps 

your child went on a school field trip or had a school assem-

bly that changed the way they created the picture in their 

mind. Perhaps experiences you've had as an adult influenced 

what you "pictured." These differences are important to un-

derstand and respect. 

Read a longer portion of text and continue the sharing proc-

ess. 

Once this is a familiar skill, encourage your child to use men-

tal imagery when she is reading by herself. You can feel con-

fident that these mental pictures will help your child under-

stand the story in an important way. 

 

Please visit the Family Center Webpage for more 

parent tips. 

¡Imagínate esto! Usa imágenes men-

tales mientras lees 
Una manera de ayudar a que un niño comprenda lo que está leyendo 

es por medio de la visualización mental de partes de la historia. Estas 

"películas mentales" le ayudan al niño a esclarecer la información y a 

aumentar su comprensión, además de que se pueden realizar con tex-

tos de ficción o de no-ficción. Las imágenes pueden incluir cualquiera 

de los cinco sentidos. 

Muchos de los libros que lee con su hijo pueden ya incluir ilustra-

ciones hermosas, así que pruebe hacer esta práctica de visualización 

utilizando libros más largos cuando lea en voz alta. O siéntese frente a 

su niño y lea algunas páginas sin que su niño vea las imágenes. A 

continuación, siga estos pasos sencillos y breves para brindarle a su 

niño la práctica de la formación de imágenes mentales: 

Comience la lectura. Haga una pausa después de leer unas pocas 

frases o párrafos que contengan buena información descriptiva. 

Dele a conocer la imagen que usted se ha creado en la mente y háblele 

de las palabras del libro que le han ayudado a "dibujar" su imagen. La 

imagen puede referirse al lugar, los personajes o las acciones. De este 

modo, digamos que usted está poniéndole el ejemplo sobre el tipo de 

imagen que desea que su hijo se forme. 

Comente sobre cómo estas imágenes le ayudan a comprender lo que 

está pasando en la historia. 

Continúe leyendo. Haga una pausa de nuevo y comparta la nueva ima-

gen que usted se ha creado. Luego, pídale a su hijo que comparta con 

usted lo que él ve, oye, saborea, huele y siente. Pídale que le diga 

cuáles fueron las palabras que le ayudaron a formarse la imagen men-

tal y las emociones. Con esta acción, usted le brinda a su niño la prác-

tica de esta nueva destreza. 

¿Son sus imágenes idénticas? ¡Probablemente no! Este es un buen 

momento para explicar por qué las imágenes pueden ser diferentes. 

Tal vez su hijo fue a una excursión escolar o tuvo una asamblea de la 

escuela que le hicieron cambiar la manera en que se formó la foto-

grafía en la mente. Tal vez las experiencias que ha tenido como adulto 

hayan influido en lo que usted "se dibujó". Es importante comprender 

y respetar esas diferencias. 

Lea una parte más larga del texto y continúe el proceso de compartir. 

Una vez que ésta se vuelva una destreza familiar, anime a su niño a 

utilizar las imágenes mentales cuando lea por sí solo. Usted puede 

estar seguro de que esas imágenes mentales ayudarán a que su niño 

entienda la historia de una manera importante. 

Para más información visite la página en el internet del centro 
familiar. 

 

mailto:gstpierre@stcharles.k12.la.us



